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SUBJECT: TALK WITH IRVING BROWN, AFL-CIO REP 
REF: BRUSSELS 00903 

1 . A FEW HOURS AFTER READING REF BRUSSELS TEL REPORTING 
PRESENCE OF AFL-CIO REP IRVING BROWN AT BRUSSELS TALKS 
BETWEEN HABIB ACHOUR, HEAD OF UGTT, AND OTTO KERSTEN, 

ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY, I HAD A TELEPHONE CALL FROM BROWN 
IN PARIS WHERE HE HAD ARRIVED IN COMPANY WITH ACHOUR ON 
TRAIN TRIP FROM BRUSSELS. 

2. BROWN THANKED ME FOR MEASURES WE HAVE TAKEN TO KEEP 
HIM INFORMED OF CURRENT TUNISIAN SCENE AND WANTED ME TO 
KNOW THAT HE HAS NO PLANS TO VISIT TUNISIA AT THIS TIME. 

AFTER VISIT HERE OF KERSTEN NEXT WEEK HE WOULD REASSESS HIS 
ESTIMATE OF THE VALUE OF A TRIP BY HIMSELF TO TUNIS. IF 

HE FELT HE COULD PLAY A USEFUL ROLE HE WOULD COME DOWN. 

3. BROWN BELIEVES GOT HAS BEEN MISREPRESENTING 
ACHOUR'S REAL VIEWS IN RECENT DIATRIBES AND NEED 
HAVE NO FEAR FOR ACHOUR'S TRYING TO SET UP A NEW 
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POLITICAL PARTY TO OPPOSE THE PSD. HE AND KERSTEN 
SAW AMPLE ROOM FOR COMPROMISE AND KERSTEN WOULD BE 
COMING TO TUNIS IN HOPES OF HELPING BRIDGE THE GAP. 

BROWN ADDED THAT HE STILL HAS CONFIDENCE IN THE GOOD 
SENSE OF PRIME MINISTER HEDI NOUIRA, BUT LESS IN THE 
WISDOM OF SOME OF THE PEOPLE CURRENTLY ADVISING NOUIRA. 
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4. BROWN ALSO TOLD ME HE HAD HAD LONG DISCUSSIONS ON 
THE CONTENTS OF THE FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF THE RECENT UGTT 
NATIONAL COUNCIL CONFERENCE (TUNIS 0220) AND HE HAD TOLD 
ACHOUR THE DRAFTERS MUST SURELY HAVE BEEN MARXISTS. 

HE HAD WARNED ACHOUR AGAINST TAKING THE ADVICE OF PEOPLE 
LIKE THAT BECAUSE THEY WOULD KNOW EXACTLY HOW TO PROFIT 
FROM TUNISIA'S CURRENT DISARRAY. BROWN SAID HE BELIEVES 
EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO KEEP THE UGTT IN THE FREE- 
WORLD (ICFTU) CAMP AND THE GOT MUST AVOID TAKING MEASURES 
WHICH WOULD WEAKEN THE UGTT. 

5. I TOLD BROWN I CONCURRED IN HIS DECISION NOT TO 
VISIT TUNISIA AT THIS JUNCTURE AND PROMISED TO CONTINUE 
TO KEEP HIM INFORMED OF THE LOCAL SCENE. I OBTAINED HIS 
PROMISE TO LET ME KNOW AHEAD OF TIMEIF HE DECIDES TO 
COME FOR A VISIT. 

MULCAHY 
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